
40-6-180. Basic rules. 
Statute text 
No person shall drive a vehicle at a speed greater than is reasonable and prudent under the conditions and 
having regard for the actual and potential hazards then existing. Consistently with the foregoing, every person 
shall drive at a reasonable and prudent speed when approaching and crossing an intersection or railroad grade 
crossing, when approaching and going around a curve, when approaching and traversing a hill crest, when 
traveling upon any narrow or winding roadway, and when special hazards exist with respect to pedestrians or 
other traffic or by reason of weather or highway conditions.   
 
40-6-181. Maximum limits. 
Statute text 
(a)  The limits specified in this Code section or established as authorized in this article shall be the maximum 
lawful vehicle speeds, except when a special hazard exists that requires a lower speed for compliance with Code 
Section 40-6-180.   
(b)  Consistent with the provision of engineering and traffic investigations regarding maximum speed limits as 
provided in Code Section 40-6-182, no person shall drive a vehicle at a speed in excess of the following 
maximum limits:   
(1) Thirty miles per hour in any urban or residential district;   
(1.1) Thirty-five miles per hour on an unpaved county road unless designated otherwise by appropriate signs;   
(2) Seventy miles per hour on a highway on the federal interstate system and on physically divided highways 
with full control of access which are outside of an urbanized area of 50,000 population or more, provided that 
such speed limit is designated by appropriate signs;   
(3) Sixty-five miles per hour on a highway on the federal interstate system which is inside of an urbanized area 
of 50,000 population or more, provided that such speed limit is designated by appropriate signs;   
(4) Sixty-five miles per hour on those sections of physically divided highways without full access control on the 
state highway system, provided that such speed limit is designated by appropriate signs; and   
(5) Fifty-five miles per hour in other locations.   

(c) The maximum speed limits set forth in this Code section may be altered as authorized in Code Sections 
40-6-182, 40-6-183, and 40-6-188.   

 
40-6-182. Establishment of state speed zones. 
Statute text 
Whenever the commissioner of public safety or the commissioner of transportation shall determine upon the 
basis of an engineering and traffic investigation that any maximum speed set forth in this article is greater or 
less than is reasonable or safe under the conditions found to exist at any intersection or other place or upon any 
part of the state highway system, they may jointly determine and declare a reasonable and safe maximum speed 
limit at such place, which shall be effective when appropriate signs giving notice thereof are erected. Such a 
maximum speed limit may be declared to be effective at all times as are indicated upon such signs; and differing 
limits may be established for different times of day, different varying weather conditions, and other factors 
bearing on safe speeds, which shall be effective when posted upon appropriate fixed or variable signs. In no 
case shall the maximum speed limit for any highway be established at higher than  the maximum speed limits 
set forth in Code Section 40-6-181 for that type of highway.   
 
Arrest Decisions 
 
Arrest without warrant in misdemeanor case is lawful where offense is committed in arresting officer's presence 
and where he has probable cause to believe that it is being committed. Stephens v. Lindsey, 304 F. Supp. 203 
(S.D. Ga. 1969).   
 



An officer who entered a home in hot pursuit of defendant who had committed a traffic violation in the officer's 
presence was authorized to make a warrantless arrest. State v. Nichols, 225 Ga. App. 609, 484 S.E.2d 507 
(1997).   
 
No distinction between felonies and misdemeanors. - Under federal constitutional standards as to warrantless 
arrests, no distinction exists between felony and misdemeanor in respect to probable cause and good faith belief. 
Diamond v. Marland, 395 F. Supp. 432 (S.D. Ga. 1975).   
 
40-13-30. Authority to make arrests. 
 
Officers of the Georgia State Patrol and any other officer of this state or of any county or municipality thereof 
having authority to arrest for a criminal offense of the grade of misdemeanor shall have authority to prefer 
charges and bring offenders to trial under this article, provided that officers of an incorporated municipality 
shall have no power to make arrests beyond the corporate limits of such municipality unless such jurisdiction is 
given by local or other law.   
 
40-13-57. Taking of cash bond where officer doubts that arrested person will appear. 
 
In the event an officer has authority to issue citation and complaint as set forth in Code Section 40-13-53 but 
declines to do so because of his belief that such person will not obey the citation and agreement to appear, 
such officer may bring such person to the traffic violations bureau and such person may be allowed to post a 
cash bond for his appearance in accordance with the schedule established by the court.   
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